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Monitoring of Air Quality - Response from the West Sussex Director of Public 
Health  
 
Report by the Director for Digital and Resources 
 
Executive Summary 
 

1. Purpose  
 
1.1 This report provides the Joint Overview and Scrutiny Committee (JOSC) with 
the detail of the response from the West Sussex Director of Public Health to the 
request from the Executive Members for Health & Wellbeing (Adur) and 
Environment (Worthing), seeking appropriate resources to help the Councils tackle 
the public health problems associated with poor air quality.  

 
 

2. Recommendations 
 
2.1 That the response from the West Sussex Director of Public Health be noted.  

 
  



3. Context 
 
3.1 At the meeting of JOSC on 15 February 2018, JOSC received a report which 
provided the Committee with information on the responsibilities of the Councils for 
local air quality management , working in partnership with a range of other agencies 
and bodies and the outputs of the processes. As part of the consideration of the 
item, JOSC requested that the relevant Executive Members write to the Director of 
Public Health for West Sussex seeking appropriate resources to help the Councils 
tackle the public health issues associated with poor air quality.  
 
3.2 The Executive Members for Environment (Worthing) and Health and Wellbeing 
(Adur) wrote to the Director of Public Health on 21 March and her response was 
received on 19 May 2018. A copy of the response from the Director of Public Health 
is attached as Appendix A to the report. 
 
3.3 The letter from the Director of Public Health confirmed that West Sussex County 
Council is committed to working with the Council’s partners to achieve sustainable 
solutions to improving air quality across West Sussex and improving the health and 
wellbeing for all the residents of West Sussex. The letter also confirmed that the 
County Council is working across the key areas - traffic management, street design, 
low emissions policies, planning policies, promotion of active travel, parking policy 
and management and public transport. Improving air quality would require an 
incremental approach across a wide range of key areas. The County Council are 
working across those areas to raise awareness with a particular focus on 
interventions that would bring co-benefits to health. A number of the interventions 
were highlighted in the response. The County Council indicated that it was 
committed to raising the awareness of air quality issues and would be working 
together with the District and Borough Councils to improve health and wellbeing for 
the residents of West Sussex. The response also advised on other co-ordinated 
work which the County Council was working on, including work with Sussex-air such 
as ‘air alert’.  
 
3.4 The County Council is in the process of finalising its Air Quality Strategy and at 
the time of writing the final copy was being awaited. As mentioned in the letter, the 
County Council held a Members half-day dedicated to Air Quality in April. This was 
attended by County Councillors across West Sussex and included presentations by 
Sussex air, West Sussex Highways, West Sussex Public Health and a local 
perspective from Chichester District Council.  
 
3.5 Locally West Sussex Public Health have been invited to attend the next meeting 
of the Adur & Worthing Air Quality Action Planning group in June. Officers are also 



actively engaged with them through Sussex-air and are currently working on a small 
schools intervention programme funded by Defra. 
 
4. Engagement and Communication 
 
4.1 The JOSC Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen have been consulted on this report and 
also the Director for Communities and other Officers have also been consulted.  
 
5. Financial Implications 
 
5.1 There are no direct financial implications to consider as part of this report.  
 
6. Legal Implications 
 
6.1 Under Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, the Councils have the  
powers to do anything to facilitate or which is conducive or incidental to the 
discharge of any of their functions.  
 
6.2 Section 1 of the Localism Act 2011 provides a Local Authority to do anything  
that individuals generally may do (subject to any current restrictions or limitations 
prescribed in existing legislation). 
 
6.3 Section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 1999 (LGA 1999) contains a general 
duty on a best value authority to make arrangements to secure continuous 
improvement in the way in which its functions are exercised, having regard to  
a combination of economy, efficiency and effectiveness.  
 
Background Papers 
 
None. 
 
Officer Contact Details:-  
Mark Lowe 
Policy Officer  
Town Hall, 
Worthing  
Tel: 01903 221009 
mark.lowe@adur-worthing.gov.uk  
 
 
  



Sustainability & Risk Assessment 
 

 
1. Economic 
 

No direct impact on economic development but improved air quality can lead  
to improved economic development. 

 
2. Social 
 
2.1 Social Value 
 

Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 
2.2 Equality Issues 
 

Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 
2.3 Community Safety Issues (Section 17) 
 

Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 
2.4 Human Rights Issues 
 

Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 
3. Environmental 
 

Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 
4. Governance 
 

Matter considered and no issues identified.  
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